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Employment at record high

A senior stat ist ician has 

said the labour market “ap-

pears to be edging towards full 

capacity”.

David Freeman, a statistician 

at the ONS, was highlighting 

how employment has risen. 

The employment rate rose to 

74.6 per cent in the final three 

months of last year, the highest 

rate recorded since data started 

being collected in 1971. 

However it ’s not al l good 

news: new figures show wage 

growth has slowed. Average 

earnings are 2.6 per cent higher 

during the fourth quarter com-

pared with the same time a year 

earlier.

One of the reasons for in-

creased employment is more 

women entering the work place. 

Male employment rates are ac-

tually low but the proportion of 

women in work stands at 70 per 

cent. The unemployment rate 

remained at 4.8 per cent, the 

lowest level since 2005.

The increase in employment 

was also accounted for by a 

45,000 rise in the number of 

people employed ful l-t ime, 

while the number of people 

working part-time fell by 7,000.

Not all regions fared equally 

in employment however. Em-

ployment hit a record high in 

London, the south-east and 

Northern Ireland but in the past 

year the employment rate has 

fallen other areas – such as in 

Scotland, the north-east, north-

west and the east of England.

While wages usually grow 

with employment, this wasn’t 

the case. The annual growth 

in average earnings during the 

fourth quarter to the end of De-

cember was at 2.6 per cent. In-

flation also picked up, meaning 

earnings rose by just 1.4 per 

cent after inflation. This was 

the lowest growth for two years.

It was forecast by Bank of Eng-

land’s agents in surveys that 

the slowdown will continue in 

2017. Employers predict aver-

age pay settlements of 2.2 per 

cent this year, down from 2.7 

per cent in 2016.
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Objections 

fail to halt 

new homes

CIVIC chiefs have approved 

the first phase of a major 

housing scheme near Green 

Belt land in the New Forest.

The multi-million-pound 

project will see more than 

170 homes built on the edge 

of Ringwood and is being 

described as the biggest 

single development in the 

town’s history.

Planners have approved the detailed proposals for 62 new homes in Ringwood.

By Christopher Yandell

chris.yandell@dailyecho.co.uk

New Forest Post: 26,336 copies (ABC Jan to Dec 2014) ; readership 38,910 (JICREG Apr 2015) across Hampshire. To advertise telephone 023 8042 4966

An outline application to 

develop the land was sup-

ported by the district coun-

cil three years ago.

Now, the authority has 

ap pr o v e d  a  mor e - de -

tailed proposal to build 62 

homes – the first part of the 

scheme – in the north east-

ern corner of the site.

Objectors urged the coun-

cil’s planning and devel-

opment control committee 

l Continued on page 2
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On the cusp of spring

Living in the New Forest...
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MEDIA INFORMATION: 2017

Established in 1981, the New Forest Post has 
been at the centre of reporting in the local 
community for 36 years. It is delivered weekly 
to residents within the New Forest and is also 
free to pick up in several locations such as 
pubs, shops and local community centres. 

With a clean and modern look, the eye-catching 
New Forest Post boasts an average readership 
of 24,981*. Editorial platforms vary from ‘What’s 
On’ to ‘Forest Diary’ reporting on events and 
relevant information to the community, in 
addition to entertaining and informative features 
that run weekly. 

There is also a bi-weekly property supplement 
which is printed as a Broadsheet and delivered 
with the paper, showcasing the most desired 
property within the idyllic New Forest. 

This is an ideal platform to reach readers in the 
New Forest and boost your footfall.
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Website Audience**:
Adults: 713 | Monthly Unique Browsers: 1,310 
Page Views: 5,342
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